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breathless silence and the rapt attention of my auditors.
As long as the dramatic art flourishes, despite all men may
say or write from private motives of their own, the world
will go to see that which stirs and moves it; and it will
ever support the actor who puts his whole heart and soul,
all his enthusiasm, his energy, his earnestness, his sin-
cerity into his work. In reply to the criticism that the
moral contained in this story of Jekyll and Hyde could
be taught equally persuasively by gentler and prettier
means, I have only to point to the great masters, and ask
why Shakespeare piled horror upon horror in "Richard
III" and " Macbeth," why Othello smothers the beautiful
Desdemona and then cuts his throat or stabs himself, why
everybody is killed in " Hamlet," and why even " Romeo
and Juliet" carries us to the tomb? You may say, "the
thoughts and the language of Shakespeare," and I stop
you. Find me a Shakespeare to-day and I will certainly
engage him. In the meanwhile I am satisfied, for want of
better, with the thoughts of Stevenson and the dramatisa-
tion of a young American scholar, Sullivan. It is the best
I can find, and the best I can give you. For myself, I
give all I have. In time, if God spares me, I hope it will
be better. I shall try.

Meantime, the summer had not been passed in idle-
ness. After accomplishing " Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde " in
Boston, he disappeared from the public eye for a fortnight,
but it was to gather together his family of players and
rehearse "Prince Karl," which was the bill when he
began a summer season in New York at the Madison
Square Theatre, on Monday evening, May 30. He
turned the little foyer and auditorium into a conservatory
of bloom and fragrance, and in June gave the 5OOth per-
formance of the courier Prince.

Besides acting and travelling continually the previous
winter, rewriting the first and last acts of " Prince Karl," of
